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Are you aware of any colleges that are 
conducting in person, traditional college tours? 

Colleges permitting in-person visits as of 8/31/20 
(subject to change):  
Siena,Muhlenberg, High Point, Rollins College, 
Marist, Xavier, SUNY Cobleskill, RIT, Fairfield, 
Hobart and Smith, Union, Florida Institute of 
Technology, Iona, Sacred heart, Salve Regina, 
SUNY Brockport, Scranton, Seton Hall, Mount St. 
Mary, Roger Williams, Quinnipiac, Providence, 
Adelphi, SUNY Albany, University at Albany, Elon, 
University of Tennessee, Western New England, 
University of Alabama, University of Arizona, Utica 
College. 
Please note that if  a school is not on the list,  that 
does not mean they aren't giving tours.  Each 
student should check with the school as this is 
subject to change. Every school has their own 
protocol as to what kind of visit they will host i.e 
outdoor only (Marist) by appointment only  (Adelphi) 
etc.  

Do the students need two teacher 
recommendations or only one? 

This is college specific. Please verify with your 
counselor.  It is important to send only what each 
college requests. If a school requests one letter, 
please choose a content area teacher. Your 
counselor’s letter is sent in addition to the teacher 
letter.  

For the Records Release Form, if we are 
applying to more than five schools, where should 
we put the additional school names and 
information? 

Pick up another sheet from the Counseling Center 
and submit both forms.  

How do you find the long island rep for schools? 
Please look this information up on the college’s 
website. If you are unable to find the contact 
information, please ask your counselor.  

What are the restrictions for a college essay? Are 
there boundaries they don’t want you to cross? 

Please read the specific directions regarding word 
count and essay prompt. As far as your topic, it is 
important to be genuine and use your own voice; no 
need for ‘thesaurus’ words; remember that you are 
painting a picture of who you are and what you will 
bring to their campus- you do not want to put doubt 
in their minds regarding social-emotional wellness or 
stability. Please see your counselors with any 
questions related to content or a teacher in the 



writing center to review your essay.  

Can you elaborate on “communicating with 
colleges,” what exactly should we be 
doing/saying? 

Colleges may track demonstrated interest either 
through their web links, local reps, alumni, virtual 
tours, etc. Even without tracking, it is important that 
your interest in the college comes across in your 
application. Many colleges have improved access for 
prospective applicants through virtual sessions. 
Colleges want to hear from prospective students, not 
parents.  

Who gives this form to the teacher writing the 
recommendation? 

Students are responsible for asking teachers for 
letters of recommendation. It is recommended that 
they provide the teachers with a copy of their activity 
sheet and can provide the student brag sheet. 
Teachers may ask for additional information.  

Can someone explain superscoring? For 
example, with the ACT, can you superscore 
sections of any tests you have taken? Or are 
there specific superscore tests? 

Superscoring occurs when you take two or more 
SATs or ACTs. Colleges will combine the highest 
scores from different sections to improve your 
cumulative score. All schools superscore the SATs. 
Some schools superscore the ACTs. You will need 
to send the entire score from each assessment and 
then the colleges will superscore. Please see your 
counselors for school-specific questions. 

Is the BU chat in person or virtual? Virtual. We will email out the link soon. 

The Parent brag sheet is for the guidance 
counselor recommendation or should we be 
handing it also to the teachers doing the 
recommendations 

We recommend giving the teachers the activity 
sheet and you can share the student brag sheet. 
Teachers may request additional information. 

Can we still sign up for the SAT or ACT at the 
GCHS? 

This is case by case. The deadline to register with 
us was August 21st. We placed orders for both tests 
based on the number of students and specific 
needs. We have limited supplies in some test areas. 
There are no more SAT tests with accommodations 
available. As of 9/21/20, we cannot add any more 
students to the SAT. 

How often is Naviance updated? As of a few 
hours ago, my GPA does not appear to have 
been changed since last year. 

Naviance GPAs are updated annually. GPAs were 
updated on 9/17/20. Please see your counselor with 
any concerns.  

How do we find out when these Senior Chats 
are? 

The Counseling Center sends eblasts to parents and 
students regarding important information. Links for 
senior chats, google forms, and other reminders are 
included. Please let us know if you are not receiving 
emails. We will also include them in the daily 
bulletin. 



Is there a ticket to be generated from ACT Board 
for October 6th test? or does it come from 
GCHS? 

The school-day SAT and ACT are registered through 
GCHS. There is no ticket generated.  

Do we have alternative access to online method 
test prep since it disappeared this week from 
castle learning? 

The district is working on linking Castle Learning 
with Class link. During the process, it appears some 
information became inaccessible. The IT department 
has been informed and are working on a solution.  

On the activity sheet, should we include HS 
activities that would have happened if not for 
COVID? Should it also be included on the 
CommonAp? Like a sport that was cancelled. 

We recommend including all intended sports and 
activities on the activity sheet and the Common App. 
If the activity was in the Spring and was cancelled, 
you can include ‘cancelled due to Covid-19’.  

Why Use a"Weighted" Score? 
Weighted scores are higher than unweighted scores 
for students who participated in honors, college, and 
AP classes.  

Can you round up the weighted avg - for example 
92.55 can you say 93? 

No you should not round up. Please report the GPA 
accurately, as colleges also receive your transcript 
which lists the exact GPA.  

Should recommendations only come from core 
teachers? 

It is recommended that letters come from core 
teachers (ie. English, Social Studies, Math, 
Science). If you are applying to a specialty area or a 
school for the Arts, then your specialty area teachers 
are considered a core teacher (ex. Music, art, or 
theater)  

When will you offer interview practice? Please reach out to your counselor if you would like 
to set up a mock interview.  

Did you say 316 kids in class? Yes 

Where is the “record release form” on gchs 
website? 

On the GCHS webpage, go to the Guidance Dept. 
The form is in the College Applications tab on the 
left. 

It was mentioned that if you go early decision, 
and don’t receive a satisfactory financial package 
you can get out of that obligation. My question is, 
by going early decision do you feel your possible 
financial package would not be as great because 
you are basically committing yourself to only that 
school? 

We recommend you speak with your counselor to 
review this question. Theoretically, if you commit to 
early decision at a school, you are committing to 
attend regardless of what financial aid package you 
receive. Whether or not the school will offer as much 
financial aid because of your commitment is most 
likely school specific and difficult to predict. October 
1st at 7pm- we will be virtually hosting our Financial 
Aid night with Q&A. We will be sending out the link in 
the next week. 

How do we know if something is missing on the 
common app? 

There are section check offs throughout the 
Common App that alert you if something is missing. 



Please scrutinize your applications for very common 
errors, including grammar, punctuation, spelling, 
accurate course title. We will be reviewing the 
Common App on September 23rd and 24th at 3pm 
in the auditorium (based on cohort). Please attend 
for Naviance/Common App linking (essential step for 
the application process). Remote learners can work 
directly with their counselor. 

Will counselors be keeping us on track? 

The application process is an individual journey for 
each student. Please keep in contact with your 
counselor regarding deadlines, needs, and 
questions. Please refer to the checklist in the slides 
from the presentation. We also have timelines 
posted in our google classroom.  

Are the ACT test scores in school posted on ACT 
website? 

Yes 

What is a school specific waiver form, or in-state 
form on the Common App? How do we get 
information for this? 

Please see your counselor if you qualify for fee 
waivers. It typically coincides with those who receive 
free/reduced lunch. The counselor will indicate that 
the student receives assistance, which will then 
generate the free application to the school. Some 
colleges waive the application fee to entice your 
application. The college will offer you a free 
application.  

In this climate, how many schools do you think 
kids should apply to? 

6-10 colleges continue to be the average. Most 
importantly, make sure you are enthusiastic/ 
authentically interested in the schools on your list. 

How do students who have transcripts from RIT 
and St. John’s for classes like PLTW and college 
Spanish submit them to the colleges they are 
applying to? Do these transcripts get linked to the 
Common App in some way so the student will 
know the college received the transcripts? 

The college transcripts are not automatically sent or 
attached to the Common App. There is space on the 
Common App to list that you have taken college 
courses. Once you are accepted to college and want 
to receive the college credit, you can send the 
college transcript to your college. The college will 
determine whether they grant college credit. 

How does the combined college application work. 
 

Please call your school counselor to clarify what 
information you are looking for.  

For Common App: (1) If listing a college for a 
dual enrollment course, do you leave the degree 
earned blank? (2) Graduating class size? (3) Is 
there class rank reporting? If so, what is class 
rank and rank weighting? (4) Is the GPA scale 
reporting out of 4? (5) Is it better to use weighted 
or unweighted GPA for cumulative GPA? (6) How 
to answer if I wish to self-report scores (SAT, 
ACT, AP) in addition to sending official score 

1. Yes 
2. 316 
3. No class ranking except Valedictorian and 

Salutatorian- mark ‘unavailable’ 
4. GPA scale out of 100 
5. Weighted GPA is higher/better unless the 

GPAs are the same (then use unweighted) 
6. If you plan on sending your scores, you can 

self-report and then you must send official 



reports? (7) Does anything change on Common 
App if applying to any school test optional? 
 

scores; only self report if you are sending 
your scores 

7. If you are applying test-optional, do not 
self-report your scores. Colleges provide 
specific directions on their website if they will 
require additional information/ supplemental 
materials for the application process. It will 
be listed in the individual college section on 
the Common App. 

With sports being up in the air at the moment, if 
my child played a sport for the first three years of 
high school, how do we complete it for 12th grade 
in the common app? Click for 12th grade 
assuming they will play a shorter season or leave 
it blank? 

Any intended sports or activities should be indicated 
on the Common App 

Many colleges only want one teacher 
recommendation so how does a student control 
what recommendation gets sent to the college 
since they will have more than one teacher 
writing a recommendation? 
 

We will discuss this more in detail on Sept, 23rd and 
24th. Once you are linked with Naviance and 
Common App, we can demonstrate how to select 
which teacher recommendation is requested per 
school. You select the teacher and designate the 
specific school. You have hopefully spoken with your 
teachers already regarding your request.  

Regarding the COVID impact question on the 
common app, is this a good place to list what the 
student did during COVID that showed leadership 
and initiative, or is this section reserved for 
people who were directly impacted by the virus 
only? Thank you! 
 

You can use this section however you want related 
to Covid-19. You can also utilize the additional 
information section, if you have not allocated the 
space for another topic. It is not recommended to 
use your personal statement/essay to discuss the 
impact of Covid-19, as this is the opportunity to 
stand out and communicate your voice. You do not 
need to replicate information already reported in 
other areas of your application. 

Can you give some insight for students who didn’t 
qualify for National Honor Society last year but 
were close - can they qualify with first quarter 
grades ? Can they follow with colleges if they 
qualify? 

Yes,they can qualify.  GPAs will be reconsidered 
after the first quarter.  If they are admitted to the 
NHS, then the student can update their application 
by sending an email to the colleges. 

Do you think it will look positively or negatively on 
a student if they do not submit the additional 
question regarding COVID 19? 
 
 
 

We do not believe it will look negatively. There are 
many students who were not significantly impacted 
by the pandemic, beyond the typical closures and 
social responsibilities. If the section does not add 
substance to your application, it is not necessary to 
complete. Admission reps have a lot of material to 
read. Make it worth it.  

How important is choosing intended area of 
study? Is it better to say undecided or should I 
choose something I might be interested in but not 

Please see your counselor.  Depending on which 
major you choose, it could make it harder or easier 
to gain acceptance.  



totally sure yet. 

With the October 15 EA deadlines, when should 
records release form be in by? 
 

Materials should be submitted 15 days before 
deadlines, to allow enough time for the Counseling 
Center to process applications. 

What is your opinion on formal interviews with 
colleges and is this a common practice. 
 
 

Interviews in general are good to do. The student 
should ask their counselor to prepare for them. 
Also, they want to ask the college if they are 
informative or evaluative, and who the interview will 
be with. 

We just got an email from college board that we 
were cancelled out of the October 3rd SAT from 
GCHS, but we were going to change that to a 
Subject test - can we still do that? 
 

We are diligently working with Collegeboard to 
rectify this issue. Collegeboard reduced our capacity 
and may have cancelled some of our students. We 
are working on getting back our spots. Please keep 
your counselor informed.  

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 


